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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 194 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Engraver’s Department, 
June 11, 1896 


Sir 


In answer to the inquiry of the Goodyear Hard Rubber Co., whether they can procure 
steel dies from the master hub used in making the dies for the Columbian Award medal, I beg to 
say that that cannot be allowed, as private die work cannot be executed by the Engraving 
Department of the Mint. 


The question now arises whether the recipient of an award medal may for any purpose of 
his own be allowed to procure dies or moulds in the likeness or similitude of the Worlds 
Columbian Exposition medal. This is commonly done, but any understanding of the case is, that 
this particular medal has been protected against this custom by placing it under the same act that 
makes it a penal offence to copy the coins or any of the obligations of the United States or any 
foreign Government. I therefore respectfully suggest that as we are sure to be called upon to give 
an opinion as to the legality of making copies of the Columbian Award medal, that this letter of 
the Goodyear Rubber Company be referred to the Director of the Mint for an opinion from the 
proper Officer of the Treasury Department. 


Very respectfully, 
Chas. E. Barber 
Engraver 


Hon. Herman Kretz 
Superintendent 


